[Intoxication with prilocaine/lidocaine can cause serious methemoglobinemia].
Prilocaine/lidocaine is widely used as local anesthetic in children for cannulation and minor surgical procedures. Usually it is unproblematic but it is important to adhere to recommended dose to avoid serious complications. Excessive amount of prilocaine/lidocaine, large application area, prolonged application time or repeated application can, especially in infants, cause methemoglobinemia with clinical symptoms. In severe cases intensive care and antidote treatment with Methylene blue may be required. We report three infants who were overdosed with prilocaine/lidocaine, two of them due to incorrect use after circumcision and one premature baby where prilocaine/lidocaine was not removed in time. Two of the babies had MetHb levels > 33% and were seriously affected with hypoxia, tachycardia and fatigue. After Methylene blue was given the infants recovered within 15 minutes and MetHb levels returned to normal.